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shall exhibit lights and shapes as close-
ly similar in characteristics and posi-
tion as is possible. 

Subpart D—Sound and Light 
Signals 

§ 83.32 Definitions (Rule 32). 

(a) Whistle means any sound signaling 
appliance capable of producing the pre-
scribed blasts and which complies with 
specifications in Annex III to these 
Rules. 

(b) Short blast means a blast of about 
1 second’s duration. 

(c) Prolonged blast means a blast of 
from 4 to 6 second’s duration. 

§ 83.33 Equipment for sound signals 
(Rule 33). 

(a) Vessels of 12 meters or more in 
length. A vessel of 12 meters or more in 
length shall be provided with a whistle 
and a bell and a vessel of 100 meters or 
more in length shall, in addition, be 
provided with a gong, the tone and 
sound of which cannot be confused with 
that of the bell. The whistle, bell and 
gong shall comply with the specifica-
tions in Annex III to these Rules. The 
bell or gong or both may be replaced by 
other equipment having the same re-
spective sound characteristics, pro-
vided that manual sounding of the pre-
scribed signals shall always be possible. 

(b) Vessels of less than 12 meters in 
length. A vessel of less than 12 meters 
in length shall not be obliged to carry 
the sound signaling appliances pre-
scribed in paragraph (a) of this Rule 
but if she does not, she shall be pro-
vided with some other means of mak-
ing an efficient sound signal. 

§ 83.34 Maneuvering and warning sig-
nals (Rule 34). 

(a) Whistle signals. When power-driven 
vessels are in sight of one another and 
meeting or crossing at a distance with-
in half a mile of each other, each vessel 
underway, when maneuvering as au-
thorized or required by these Rules: 

(1) Shall indicate that maneuver by 
the following signals on her whistle: 
one short blast to mean ‘‘I intend to 
leave you on my port side’’; two short 
blasts to mean ‘‘I intend to leave you 
on my starboard side’’; and three short 

blasts to mean ‘‘I am operating astern 
propulsion’’. 

(2) Upon hearing the one or two blast 
signal of the other shall, if in agree-
ment, sound the same whistle signal 
and take the steps necessary to effect a 
safe passing. If, however, from any 
cause, the vessel doubts the safety of 
the proposed maneuver, she shall sound 
the danger signal specified in para-
graph (d) of this Rule and each vessel 
shall take appropriate precautionary 
action until a safe passing agreement 
is made. 

(b) Light signals. A vessel may supple-
ment the whistle signals prescribed in 
paragraph (a) of this Rule by light sig-
nals: 

(1) These signals shall have the fol-
lowing significance: one flash to mean 
‘‘I intend to leave you on my port 
side’’; two flashes to mean ‘‘I intend to 
leave you on my starboard side’’; three 
flashes to mean ‘‘I am operating astern 
propulsion’’; 

(2) The duration of each flash shall be 
about 1 second; and 

(3) The light used for this signal 
shall, if fitted, be one all-round white 
or yellow light, visible at a minimum 
range of 2 miles, synchronized with the 
whistle, and shall comply with the pro-
visions of Annex I to these Rules. 

(c) Overtaking situations. When in 
sight of one another: 

(1) A power-driven vessel intending to 
overtake another power-driven vessel 
shall indicate her intention by the fol-
lowing signals on her whistle: one 
short blast to mean ‘‘I intend to over-
take you on your starboard side’’; two 
short blasts to mean ‘‘I intend to over-
take you on your port side’’; and 

(2) The power-driven vessel about to 
be overtaken shall, if in agreement, 
sound a similar sound signal. If in 
doubt she shall sound the danger signal 
prescribed in paragraph (d). 

(d) Doubts or failure to understand sig-
nals. When vessels in sight of one an-
other are approaching each other and 
from any cause either vessel fails to 
understand the intentions or actions of 
the other, or is in doubt whether suffi-
cient action is being taken by the 
other to avoid collision, the vessel in 
doubt shall immediately indicate such 
doubt by giving at least five short and 
rapid blasts on the whistle. This signal 
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